
Baroness Chalker of Wallasey, Chair, Africa Matters Ltd (United Kingdom); Dr Chris Hentschel,
Chief Executive Officer, MMV; Dr Kate Taylor, Director, Global Health Initiative, World Economic
Forum and Mr André van der Bergh, Regional Adviser, Southern Africa, Health, Safety and
Environment, BHP Billiton SA Limited (South Africa) during the press conference announc-
ing the new partnership between MMV and BHP Billiton at the World Economic Forum's Africa
Economic Summit in Maputo, Mozambique.

In a partnership focused on protecting workers, families and communities in malaria endemic countries,
MMV will team up with BHP Billiton, the world’s largest mineral resources company to bring about long-
term positive health impact in disease endemic countries by ensuring that everyone at risk of malaria has
access to lifesaving antimalarials. 
Announcement of the public-private partnership which took place at the World Economic Forum’s Africa Economic Summit 
in Maputo, Mozambique on 2 June 2004, following MMV’s 4th Annual Stakeholders' Meeting, is a major boost to drug 
development and delivery in the fight against malaria. BHP Billiton has pledged US$750 000 to MMV to continue its efforts to develop
a pipeline of new antimalarials. > see page 6

Dr Federico Gomez de las Heras, Director, Diseases of the Developing
World Drug Discovery Unit, GSK Tres Cantos, Spain, 
Dr Pascoal Mocumbi, MMV Board Member and Dr Domingo Gargallo,
Principal Investigator on the pyridone project in Maputo at the
award ceremony.

GlaxoSmithKline wins MMV’s Project of the Year Award 

Project team selects a pyridone drug candidate for
preclinical development
MMV announced the winner of its Project of the Year Award on 1 June 2004
at its Stakeholders’ Meeting in Maputo. GlaxoSmithKline's pyridone
project was chosen from among the 21 projects in MMV’s portfolio for
its rapid and successful progress in finding a drug candidate. The newly
selected drug candidate is now moving on to preclinical development.

The pyridone project is one of four projects in the GSK/MMV Mini-portfolio
research collaboration (agreed in June 2003) which is investigating a
number of new compounds with promising antimalarial activities. The
pyridone project was selected by MMV’s Expert Scientific Advisory
Committee for its rapid success in moving through lead optimization,
a stage in drug discovery which identifies candidates for development
through the coordinated multidisciplinary work of chemists and biologists
who prepare and evaluate hundreds of compounds.        

> see page 6

BHP Billiton joins Medicines for Malaria Venture in the fight
against malaria
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From Geneva to Maputo 
After three stakeholders’ meetings in the Geneva area, MMV was
determined to hold its fourth meeting in a location more closely
aligned to its mission. In cooperation with the World Economic
Forum’s Global Health Initiative, of which MMV is a partner, MMV
decided to link its 2004 Stakeholders’ Meeting with the Forum’s
Africa Economic Summit scheduled to take place in Maputo,
Mozambique from 2-4 June. Providentially, Dr Pascoal Mocumbi,
then Prime Minister of Mozambique, joined the MMV Board of
Directors.

Organizing the Stakeholders’ Meeting in Maputo appeared a
challenge at the outset but links were quickly established on the
ground with the help of Dr Mocumbi’s office. MMV also began to
work with the Ministry of Education in Maputo on an idea inspired
by Maud Lugand of Alibi, the design firm used by MMV: to build
a connection with the local community and collect original artwork
for MMV’s Annual Report, why not have a drawing contest with the 
6-12 year olds in the Maputo schools?

The Ministry of Education brought the idea to fruition and in early
March 2004, MMV received word that the contest had already
been organized and completed with more than 600 children taking
part. The contest had been superbly arranged by MMV’s contacts
at the Ministry: Emilita Mateus, Vicente Pombo das Dividas, Eduardo
Chavane and Lenore, Head of the Directorate of Education. It only
remained for MMV to join them in May to help choose the four
winners. 

MMV and Mozambique: Curing malaria together 

A world without malaria 
The children created thought-provoking drawings on several themes
including: living with malaria, a healthy life without malaria, and
a brighter future for me and my family. After MMV staff arrived in
Maputo on 26 May, a committee comprised of Emilita, Vicente,
Eduardo, Chris Hentschel, Maud Lugand and Anna Wang (MMV
Communication and Advocacy Officer), overcame communication
barriers using the universal language of smiles and laughter to
select the four finalists. The following two days were spent in visits
to the participating schools where MMV met the children who took
part in the contest, enjoyed song and dance performances and
toured the school premises. The children taught us how much they
know about living with malaria, and the importance of prevention
through use of mosquito nets and by keeping living areas clean
and free from stagnant water where mosquitoes breed.

The grand finale took place on 28 May 2004 at Escola Primária
de 16 de Junho with the Bishop of Maputo, Maputo’s Mayor and
the Head of Basic Education in attendance for the award ceremony.
Each winner explained the meaning of their drawing, giving great
insight into how malaria impacts children’s lives. MMV works on
malaria drug development everyday – yet these children know far
better than we do what it is like to live with the reality of malaria. 

Our experience in Maputo has left a lasting bond between MMV,
the future artists of Mozambique and all its warmhearted people.
Special thanks to Mr F. Albrinho of the Prime Minister’s Office who
was so instrumental in making MMV’s time in Maputo a success
and to everyone at the Ministry of Education for their support, 
professionalism and friendship. Very special thanks to the children
and teachers at Escola Primária de Maxaquene, Escola Primária
Mista do Chamanculo, Escola Primária Rua 7, Escola Primária
Noroeste 2, Escola Primária de Mavalane A and Escola Primária 
das Mahotas who took part in the contest and welcomed us 
so warmly. 

President Joaquim Chissano of Mozambique 
MMV Stakeholders’ Dinner 
31 May 2004

Anna Wang (MMV), Maud Lugand (Alibi), Eduardo Chavane 
(Ministry of Education), Vicente Pombo das Dividas (Ministry of Education),
Diana Cotran (MMV), Emilita Mateus (Ministry of Education) 
and Chris Hentschel (MMV) with the winning drawings.

The Director of Escola Primária de Maxaquene with her two winners,
Antonia Paula Mariano and Nilton Afonso.

“One day our children
will be born free 

from malaria. 
With our determination 

and perseverance, 
that future 

is attainable.

”
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More than just a contest 

Pedro al Bemto, Antonia Paula Mariano, Nilton Afonso, and Ibraimo Assamo show off their
winning drawings following the award ceremony.

Nilton Afonso’s winning drawing shows that prevention of malaria, with mosquito
nets, leads to healthier and happier people. The right-hand side shows that without
prevention, people get malaria and need to go to hospital to fight off the disease.

Antonia Paula Mariano’s drawing incorporated an actual piece of mosquito netting to show the contrast between
the sad dangerous world on the left, where exposure to mosquitoes can lead to malaria infection  and the brighter
side of life, on the right, with mosquito nets for prevention and the hope of a healthy life without malaria.

Pedro al Bemto, our youngest winner, knowing the reality
of living with malaria, made this drawing of a young boy,
sad because he is being bitten by a mosquito. 

When Ibraimo Assamo made this winning drawing 
entitled “A brighter future for me and my family” – 
he was thinking of a future without malaria.

Children at the Escola Primária das Mahotas share song
and dance with MMV.

A special greeting from the children at Escola Primária
Mista do Chamanculo.
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“The history of the victory
against malaria will be written

by the vision that we 
conceived and shared today. 

It will be a history of salvation
of human lives and of creation
of prosperity and of well-being

of all, women, men 
and children.

”President Chissano of Mozambique
MMV Stakeholders’ Dinner

31 May 2004



Baroness Chalker of Wallasey 
MMV Stakeholders’ Dinner 
31 May 2004

MMV 4th Annual Stakeholders’
Meeting
Maputo, Mozambique

The MMV 4th Annual Stakeholders’ Meeting officially began on
the evening of 31 May 2004. The majority of MMV’s donors were
represented, as well as potential new partners and MMV friends.
MMV was extremely privileged to have President Joaquim Chissano
act as patron of the opening dinner and give an inspiring speech,
which was captured by Mozambican television. Baroness Chalker
of Wallasey also spoke on the pressing need to strengthen further
awareness raising and advocacy for malaria, which still remains
a neglected disease. She generously offered her support to MMV
to help in this effort. The official meeting began on 1 June with
presentations by Dr Chris Hentschel, Mr Potter-Lesage (Chief
Financial Officer) and Dr J Carl Craft  (Chief Scientific Officer) 
to update stakeholders on MMV’s progress over the past year. 
The highlight of the morning was the presentation of the Project of
the Year Award to the 4(1)H pyridones project (see full story page 1).

The stakeholders then visited the Centro de Investigação em
Saúde – Manhiça (CISM)/Manhiça Health Research Center about
80 kilometres outside Maputo. Pedro Alonso, Scientific Director
of CISM and his colleagues gave a series of presentations on the
research work going on at CISM. In addition to research and train-
ing, CISM provides healthcare to the surrounding community and
works closely with the Manhiça District Hospital across the street,
which the stakeholders also visited. 

Holding its Stakeholders' Meeting in a disease-endemic country
was a first, but certainly not a last for MMV. We thank all of those
who traveled from far and near to be part of this special event and
to the World Economic Forum for their assistance and support of
this endeavour. A gallery of photos from the Maputo meeting is
available at www.mmv.org/maputo2004.asp

“It is vital that 
antimalarial drugs 

are available so that
people, especially

children and pregnant
women, are protected

from this disease. 
This is the real 
challenge for

Medicines for Malaria.

”

Billboards around Maputo serve as a reminder of the omnipresent threat of malaria.

Fighting malaria in Mozambique is a
challenge, as more than 50% of the
population has no regular access to
healthcare.

Even when having to go to school in shifts due to shortage of classroom space,
Mozambicans take their education very seriously.

The Manhiça District Hospital sees more
then 30 000 paediatric outpatient cases
and 5000 admissions per year..........

Mark Walport, Director
of the Wellcome Trust
talks with Azucena Bardaji,
one of the doctors at
Manhiça.

The Director (far left) of Escola Primária Noroeste 2 and some of the many students
who took part in the drawing contest.
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MMV in print
◗ Dr Solomon Nwaka of MMV is one of the co-authors of an important
paper on the need for increased efforts in antimalarial drug discovery,
and the establishment of standard models for progression of com-
pounds in drug discovery. The other co-authors are David A. Fidock of
Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Philip J. Rosenthal of the University
of California, San Francisco, Simon L. Croft, then of the London School
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and Reto Brun of the Swiss Tropical
Institute, all of whom have been or are involved in MMV projects. The
full title/reference for the paper is: Antimalarial Drug Discovery: Efficacy
Models for Compound Screening, Nature Reviews Drug Discovery, Vol. 3,
June 2004, pp. 509-520. The full interactive version of the article is
available for Nature subscribers at www.nature.com/reviews/drugdisc
or in PDF format from www.mmv.org 

Supplemental information related to the article is available on the
MMV website homepage or at www.mmv.org/FilesUpld/164.pdf

MMV at Parliament
◗ All-Party Group on Malaria launched on
16 June 2004
Joint Secretaries Peter Luff MP and Peter
Pike MP of the All Party Parliamentary Group
on Overseas Development invited other
Members of the UK Parliament to a special
meeting on 16 June at the House of
Commons, focused on the global neglect of
malaria. Stephen O’Brien and other MPs
keen to start an All-Party Malaria Group
chose this occasion to initiate it.

Dr Pascoal Mocumbi, MMV Board Member, addressed the effects of
malaria on the people and the economies of Africa, in particular
Mozambique and Dr Hentschel spoke on the role of R&D, the problems
of drug resistance and what MMV is doing about it. The meeting cul-
minated in the unanimous launch of the All-Party Malaria Group which
will serve as an advocacy mechanism for malaria within the UK
Parliament. 

MMV interns
Since 2001, MMV has had the great privilege to
have four inspiring young women work with us as
interns: 

◗ This summer MMV welcomed Meghan Bruce,
who will be a senior at Princeton University in fall
2004, majoring in molecular biology. Meghan is
working with MMV on evaluating clinical trial sites
and researching the gap in information related to making a registered
drug accessible to those who need it. Back at Princeton, she will pre-
pare a thesis guided by her advisor MMV Board Member, Dr Leon
Rosenberg, based on her work this summer at MMV and her other aca-
demic pursuits. Possible future plans after graduation include inter-
national relations or medical school. 

◗ Caroline Loviat, a communications student at Polycom
in Lausanne, Switzerland was MMV’s first Swiss intern,
working with us for several months in 2003. Caroline will
finish her studies this fall with the intention of landing a post
in the humanitarian field, inspired by her work at MMV.

◗ Megumi Itoh was MMV’s summer intern in 2002.
She worked jointly with the Special Programme for
Research and Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR)
on detailing desired product profiles for malaria
indications and other neglected diseases. After she
returned to Princeton for her senior year, MMV was
very pleased to receive an autographed copy of her
excellent thesis on “Medicines for Malaria: New
Scientific and Policy Directions for Antimalarial
Drug Development” (M.Itoh, 2003). In fall 2004, Meg will start her
second year of medical school at University of California Davis after
spending this summer in Nicaragua working at a clinic in León.

◗ In the summer of 2001, MMV welcomed its first intern, Aakanksha
Pande, then a student at Yale University. While at MMV, Aaka compiled
a malaria database of malaria-related research articles and patents. Since
graduating from Yale, Aaka was a Fox International Fellow at Cambridge
University before going on to Harvard School of Public Health. She is

currently doing an internship at the World Bank in
Washington DC on Bank programmes and commit-
ments to malaria, for which she says her “experience
at MMV has been invaluable”! 

For MMV it has been a pleasure to work with these
exceptional young women and we look forward to fol-
lowing their progress as they continue to make their
mark in the world.

Spotlight on Mozambique
THE WIDER CONTEXT
The Mozal Community Development Trust (MCDT) was created in 2000
by the shareholders of the Mozal aluminium smelter, of which BHP
Billiton holds 47%. The Trust is fully operational since January 2001.
The main activities of the Trust cover five key development areas:
small business development, education and training, health and en-
vironment, sports and culture, and community infrastructure. The 
targeted community includes those within a ten kilometre radius of the
smelter but projects in Matola and Maputo are also considered. 

Recognizing that malaria poses a serious threat, MCDT is co-funding the
Lubombo Spatial Development Initiative (LSDI) spraying programme.
As a result the malaria infection rate has been reduced by 72% (from
80% to 18%) in the sprayed areas since the inception of the pro-
gramme in December 2000 (three years ago). The Mozal Trust also
sponsors the distribution of mosquito nets to families in the area.

MMV was very pleased to have Alcido Mausse, Manager of the Mozal
Community Development Trust, attend its Stakeholders’ Meeting. 

References: Mozal Community Development Trust brochure, edition 2, (2003)
http://www.bhpbilliton.com/bbContentRepository/Presentations/MozalPresentation.pdf

Brian Sharp, Director, Malaria
Research Programme, Medical
Research Council, South Africa
talking with Alcido Mausse,
Manager, Mozal Community
Development Trust at the 
MMV Stakeholders’ Meeting. 
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... (continued from page 1)

BHP Billiton joins Medicines for Malaria Venture in the fight against malaria

As a major corporate partner, BHP Billiton will also explore ways it can contribute to help ensure that the medi-
cines reach patients by working with the World Health Organization (WHO), local governments and other organ-
izations. BHP Billiton, because of its operations in malaria endemic regions, has both a social and economic align-
ment of interest with MMV in trying to reduce the burden of malaria, which links directly with BHP Billiton's Charter
and its Health, Safety, Environment and Community Policy. MMV is extremely grateful for this new grant and looks
forward to working with BHP Billiton. For more information on BHP Billiton visit www.bhpbilliton.com

... (continued from page 1)

GlaxoSmithKline wins MMV’s Project of the Year Award

MMV established the Project of the Year Award to recognize the efforts and dedication of the project teams for
the contribution they are making to the fight against malaria. The winner is selected by a committee of twelve
experts in malaria and drug development.

Dr Gomez de las Heras and Dr Gargallo received the prize in Maputo on behalf of all their colleagues at Tres Cantos
working on the project. Congratulations and many thanks to the entire team at Tres Cantos! 

For more information on this project and the GSK/MMV Mini-portfolio visit www.mmv.org at MMV Projects

Medicines for Malaria Venture
(MMV) is a nonprofit organ-
ization created to discover, 
develop and deliver new
affordable antimalarial drugs
through effective public-
private partnerships. Our
vision is a world in which
affordable drugs will help elim-
inate the devastating effects of
malaria and help protect the
children, pregnant women,
and vulnerable workers of
developing countries from this
terrible disease.

MMVnews is published by the
Medicines for Malaria Venture
(MMV). Subscriptions to
MMVnews are free.
Please direct inquiries to : 

Medicines for Malaria
Venture (MMV)
International Centre Cointrin
Route de Pré-Bois 20
PO Box 1826
1215 Geneva 15
Switzerland
Tel. +41 22 799 4060
Fax +41 22 799 4061
www.mmv.org
e-mail:
communications@mmv.org
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“We have been working in malaria
endemic regions for decades

and we know from firsthand experience
the terrible effects malaria

has on our workers, their families
and the entire community.

”Mr Ian Wood, Vice-President for Sustainable Development and
Community Relations, BHP Billiton

Mr André van der Bergh and Mr Joe Mollo of BHP Billiton SA
Limited, South Africa joined MMV for its 4th Annual Stakeholders’
Meeting in Maputo.

“Our partnership with MMV 
is a win-win situation.  

Ultimately, it is the millions 
of malaria sufferers who will 

benefit from our collaboration.   

”Dr Federico Gomez de las Heras, 
Director of the Diseases of the Developing World Drug

Discovery Unit at GSK Tres Cantos, Spain

GSK’s dedicated discovery unit in Tres Cantos, Spain, focuses on producing
drug development candidates for the treatment of malaria and other 
neglected diseases. The 75 person team works on the GSK/MMV 
Mini-portfolio, including the winning pyridones project.

6 - MMVnews number 8 - august 2004

P
ho

to
: 
G

S
K

P
ho

to
: 
M

oz
al

 s
ta

ff


