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MEDICINES FOR MALARIA VENTURE TO SCREEN 

 FERRER COMPOUND LIBRARY TO INDENTIFY 

PROMISING TREATMENTS FOR MALARIA  

 
 

BARCELONA / GENEVA, 12th July 2010. Ferrer and Medicines for Malaria Venture 

(MVV) have signed an agreement designed to facilitate advancements in the battle 

against malaria, a disease that afflicts vulnerable populations in the developing world 

each year.  Under the agreement, MMV will have access to the Ferrer library of novel 

chemical entities, in order to screen it for compounds that have the potential to be 

developed into new treatments for malaria.  

 

Malaria causes an estimated 863,000 deaths each year, of which over 90% are in 

Africa and 85% are children under 5 years of age.  

  

“People are suffering needlessly in developing countries and we want to help by 

sharing resources and boosting research against tropical diseases,” said Jordi 

Ramentol, Chief Executive Officer, Ferrer.  “Although this is early-stage research, 

which means that effective new treatments may only begin to be developed several 

years from now, it improves the chances of identifying compounds that may lead to 

new drugs.  We believe public-private research collaborations are vital to tackling 

health challenges in developing countries, and we are confident our collaboration 

with MMV will further aid in the search for drugs with the potential to treat malaria.”  

 

Under the agreement, scientists in institutes affiliated to MMV will test approximately 

40,000 compounds in the Ferrer library, initially against Plasmodium falciparum, the 

parasite that causes acute malaria, including multi-drug resistant strains, but also 

against P. vivax.  Researchers will use cutting-edge screening techniques to identify 

compounds that show initial activity against P. falciparum and could form the basis 
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for novel drug discovery programs to treat malaria.  The screening will be 

undertaken at the Eskitis Institute for Cell and Molecular Therapies at Griffith 

University in Brisbane, Australia. 

 

MMV has recently reprioritized its research and development agenda to include the 

search for new antimalarial medicines that will contribute to the ultimate eradication 

of malaria.  “This agreement with Ferrer is an opportunity to identify new, promising 

compounds with antimalarial activity,” said Dr Tim Wells, Chief Scientific Officer, 

MMV. “To eradicate malaria the world needs new medicines that will not only treat 

and cure P. falciparum malaria, but also P. vivax malaria, a rarer form of the disease 

that is very difficult to cure.  In addition, new drugs are needed to tackle emerging 

resistance, and stop parasite transmission from infected individuals.  The Ferrer 

library might reveal exciting compounds that, once identified, could be developed 

into these novel medicines needed if we are to defeat malaria.” 

 

Information about Ferrer  

Ferrer is a group of companies with activities in pharmaceuticals, hospital business, 

diagnostics, fine chemicals and nutrition. With a turnover of about 700 Mill. E in 

2009, Ferrer is one of the major pharmaceutical Spanish groups with excellent 

projection for future growth. Ferrer operates in more than 90 countries worldwide 

with an integrated organization that includes R&D, production, distribution and 

comercialization. The company has a strong commitment to R&D and has several 

molecules in advanced phase of development as well as innovative discovery 

research programs. Among other things, its R&D strategy includes collaborations 

and alliances with other companies and organizations worldwide. 

 

About Medicines for Malaria Venture 

Medicines for Malaria Venture (MMV) was established in 1999 as a not-for-profit 

organization created to discover, develop and deliver safe, effective and affordable 

antimalarial drugs through effective public-private partnerships. MMV's vision is a 

world in which affordable and effective medicines will cure and protect the millions at 

risk of malaria and help to ultimately eradicate this terrible disease. 

 

MMV is currently managing the largest portfolio of antimalarial R&D projects ever 

assembled; almost 60 antimalarial projects in partnership with over 130 
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pharmaceutical, academic, and endemic-country partners in 44 countries. In 2009, in 

collaboration with partners, MMV launched its first ever product – a sweet-tasting, 

paediatric formulation, Coartem® Dispersible. Two other MMV-supported artemisinin 

combination therapies, Eurartesim™ and Pyramax® have been submitted to the EMA 

for regulatory approval.  

 

 

DISCLOSURE NOTICE: The information contained in this release is as of July, 2010. Ferrer 
assumes no obligation to update any forward-looking statements contained in this release as 
the result of new information or future events or developments.  
 
This release contains forward-looking information that involves substantial risks and 
uncertainties about certain antimalarial product candidates and about an agreement to search 
for compounds that have the potential to be developed into antimalarial medicines. Such risks 
and uncertainties include, among other things, the uncertainties inherent in research and 
development; decisions by regulatory authorities regarding whether and when to approve any 
drug applications that may be filed for any such current and potential product candidates as 
well as their decisions regarding labeling and other matters that could affect their availability 
or commercial potential; and competitive developments.   
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