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Treague Limited, a Cambridge, UK based pharma company and Medicines for Malaria 

Venture (MMV), a Geneva-based not-for-profit organization dedicated to reducing the burden of 

malaria, are a month into the Phase I stage of clinical development of the single enantiomer, 

RS(+) mefloquine for the treatment of malaria. The comparative safety, tolerability and 

pharmacokinetics of RS(+) mefloquine and racemic mefloquine will be investigated in a dose-

ascending, double-blind, active and placebo-controlled Phase I study in healthy subjects in the 

UK.  

Racemic mefloquine is a highly efficacious antimalarial that is approved for both 

treatment (in combination with artesunate) and prophylaxis (as monotherapy). Its efficacy and 

long half-life make mefloquine an attractive candidate for the treatment and prevention of 

malaria. However, its clinical utility has been compromised by its CNS side effects. Based on its 

differential pharmacological activity, it is hypothesized that RS(+) mefloquine represents an 

equally efficacious antimalarial compared with the currently licensed racemic mefloquine but 

has the potential for substantially reduced CNS side-effect liability.  

Dr Robert Tansley, Treague’s Development & Medical Director said, “We are delighted 

to initiate the clinical programme so early in the collaboration with MMV. The study is going 

well so far and will provide the required detailed profile of the safety and tolerability of RS(+) 

mefloquine to define its potential in the fight against malaria. We are hopeful that this innovation 

will provide a significant improvement to the pharmacological armamentarium against malaria”. 



“This is an exciting development for MMV’s portfolio, developing a safer version of a 

drug which is already widely used in many parts of the world. If this study confirms that the pure 

isomer gives less side effects, the drug will be tested in malaria patients in the following year.” 

said Timothy Wells, MMV’s Chief Scientific Officer. 

For more information please contact 

Dr Robert Tansley, Development & Medical Director,   

Telephone: +44 (0)7950 018871 email: rtansley@treague.com. 

 

About Medicines for Malaria Venture 

Medicines for Malaria Venture (MMV) was established in 1999 as a not-for-profit 

organization created to discover, develop and deliver safe, effective and affordable antimalarial 

drugs through effective public-private partnerships. MMV’s vision is a world in which 

affordable and effective medicines will cure and protect the millions at risk of malaria and help 

to ultimately eradicate this terrible disease.  

MMV is currently managing the largest–ever portfolio of antimalarial projects in 

collaboration with over 100 pharmaceutical, academic, and endemic-country partners. Its robust 

portfolio of over 50 projects includes 19 completely new classes of compounds in the discovery 

phase. Of the five projects in clinical development, three are artemisinin combination therapies 

(ACTs), which will be registered by stringent regulatory authorities and are expected to gain 

market authorization between 2008 and 2010. www.mmv.org 

 

About Treague Ltd 

Treague Ltd is a Cambridge, UK pharma company set up in 2007 to develop 

RS(+) mefloquine on a not-for-profit basis for the treatment of malaria and on a commercial 

basis for the prophylaxis of malaria. www.treague.com  

 


