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PRESS RELEASE 

 
 

Medicines for Malaria Venture provides QIMR Berghofer 
AU$10 M for malaria drug development 

 
 
Geneva and Brisbane. 8 November 2015. Australian scientists at the QIMR Berghofer Medical 
Research Institute, Brisbane, will accelerate the development of new malaria drugs with the support of 
a grant of up to AU$10 M from Medicines for Malaria Venture (MMV).  

The grant will be applied to the induced human infection model, an approach developed by MMV in 
partnership with scientists at QIMR Berghofer led by Professor James McCarthy. This model enables 
testing of promising candidate antimalarial drugs in healthy volunteers inoculated with a small number 
of malaria parasites, without putting them at risk.  

Speed and cost are critical factors in the development of new, affordable medicines for malaria. In 
traditional drug development, new medicines are first trialed in healthy volunteers to determine their 
safety (Phase I studies) then tested in patients to determine if they actually cure the disease (Phase II 
efficacy studies). By using the new model, preliminary efficacy can be assessed at the same time as 
safety, and thus significantly shorten the R&D process. Potential new drugs can be tested on fewer 
patients, data can be collated more quickly and at a lower cost, and the drugs can then progress to 
large-scale clinical trials.  

“We are pleased to support the excellent team at QIMR Berghofer on this pioneering initiative for 
malaria drug development,” said MMV CEO Dr David Reddy. “The team is an outstanding example of 
Australia’s capacity to incubate new ideas and knowledge, and translate this into new tools – in this 
case, for the development of new medicines for malaria that will have important social and economic 
benefits to Australia, Asia-Pacific, and the rest of the world.”  

The funds have been sourced from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, and form part of an overall 
package of AU$15 M provided to QIMR Berghofer by MMV dating back to 2009.   

The grant to QIMR is the largest grant made by MMV to Australian scientists involved in the 
development of antimalarial medicines. The grant will support Australian scientists working in 
partnership with MMV and the global malaria community.  

Almost half of the world's population is at risk of malaria. Since 2000, considerable gains have been 
made in the fight against malaria: 6.2 million deaths have been averted. Yet major challenges remain. 
The disease continues to kill over half a million people a year, 75% of whom are children under five. 
And multidrug resistance, identified in the Greater Mekong region, threatens to spread. The challenge 
now is to develop novel, effective and easy to administer antimalarials that can counter this resistance 
and block malaria transmission. 

MMV was established in 1999 as a not-for-profit research foundation. Between 1999 and 2014, MMV 
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has contributed over AU$20 M to Australian-based malaria research, sourced from international 
donors. 

The announcement was made in Darwin at the Northern Australia Investment Summit. 

Notes for editors 
 
About MMV 

MMV is a leading product development partnership (PDP) in the field of antimalarial drug research and 
development. Its mission is to reduce the burden of malaria in disease-endemic countries by discovering, 
developing and facilitating delivery of new, effective and affordable antimalarial drugs. 

Managing the largest portfolio of antimalarial R&D projects ever assembled, of over 65 projects, MMV has nine 
new drugs in clinical development addressing unmet medical needs in malaria, including medicines for children, 
pregnant women and relapsing malaria, and drugs that could support the elimination/eradication of malaria. 
MMV’s success in research and access & product management comes from its extensive partnership network of 
over 375 pharmaceutical, academic and endemic-country partners in 50 countries.  
 
Since its foundation in 1999, MMV and partners have developed and brought forward five new medicines that 
are already saving lives. 
  
MMV’s vision is a world in which innovative medicines will cure and protect the vulnerable and under-served 
populations at risk of malaria, and ultimately help to eradicate this terrible disease. 
 
For more information, please visit http://www.mmv.org 
 
Or contact 
         
Jaya Banerji 
Director, Advocacy & Communications 
Tel: +41 22 555 0327 
Mob: +41 79 707 7181 
email: banerjij@mmv.org 
 
MMV Disclaimer  

This document contains certain forward-looking statements that may be identified by words such as ‘believes’, 
‘expects’, ‘anticipates’, ‘projects’, ‘intends’, ‘should’, ‘seeks’, ‘estimates’, ‘future’ or similar expressions, or by 
discussion of, among other things, vision, strategy, goals, plans, or intentions. It contains hypothetical future 
product target profiles, development timelines and approval/launch dates, positioning statements, claims and 
actions for which the relevant data may still have to be established. Stated or implied strategies and action items 
may be implemented only upon receipt of approvals including, but not limited to, local institutional review board 
approvals, local regulatory approvals, and following local laws and regulations. Thus, actual results, 
performances or events may differ from those expressed or implied by such statements.   

We ask you not rely unduly on these statements. Such forward-looking statements reflect the current views of 
Medicines for Malaria Venture (MMV) and its partner(s) regarding future events, and involve known and 
unknown risks and uncertainties.    

http://www.mmv.org/
mailto:banerjij@mmv.org
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MMV accepts no liability for the information presented here, nor for the consequences of any actions taken on 
the basis of this information. Furthermore, MMV accepts no liability for the decisions made by its pharmaceutical 
partner(s), the impact of any of their decisions, their earnings and their financial status. 

 

 

 


