
 
 
 

MMV to build malaria research capacity in 
India 

  Memorandum of understanding signed  
with Council of Scientific and Industrial Research 

 
 
 
Geneva and New Delhi 28 September – The Medicines for Malaria Venture 
(MMV) and the Indian Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) 
today signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) through which they 
agree to participate in the development of new and effective medicines for 
malaria and to ensure access of the products to disease-endemic countries. 
 
Speaking at the signing ceremony, Dr R. A. Mashelkar, Director General CSIR 
said that India has a huge intellectual capital that should be tapped for public 
rather than private good. 
 
MMV, Chief Executive Officer Dr Christopher Hentschel signing the MOU on 
behalf of MMV said, “This represents the first step in a wider research capacity-
building strategy which will involve those countries most concerned by this 
disease. I am confident that the opportunities, which will now open up for us in 
India, to build new relationships and ultimately to develop new molecules will 
benefit both parties and will have implications for our development of contacts 
in other developing countries.” 
 
Dr Trehan, President of the Indian Healthcare Federation, urged industry to 
help in combating malaria by providing affordable and effective medicines that 
would result from radically new and innovative R&D initiatives. 
 
The MOU, which is initially for a period of five years, also calls for MMV to make 
its project management expertise available to monitor and possibly accelerate 
the process of drug development in India. 
 
As a first step in tapping the intellectual potential of India, The Confederation 
of Indian Industry and MMV will organise a joint conference on medicines for 
malaria from 11 to 13 February 2002. 
 
The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) through its Central 
Drug Research Institute has already developed Bulaquine, marketed in India as 
a product co-packaged with chloroquine under the brand name Aablaquin. The 
Institute also has other molecules in its pipeline. One particular focus of its 
research is in herbal formulations which could be extended to the field of 
malaria. 
 



The mission of MMV is to bring public, private and philanthropic partners 
together to fund and manage the discovery, development and registration of 
new medicines for the treatment and prevention of malaria in disease-endemic 
countries. 
 
MMV was established as a not-for-profit Swiss Foundation under statutes dated 
15th November 1999. Its offices are located in Geneva close to its founding 
partners the World Health Organization – WHO and the International 
Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Associations – IFPMA.  
MMV is a key part of the WHO Roll Back Malaria campaign to bring sustainable 
improvements to malaria control and prevention over the coming decade. 
 
Funding and support for MMV operations are currently being provided by the 
following: Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, ExxonMobil Corporation, Global 
Forum for Health Research, IFPMA, Netherlands Minister for Development 
Cooperation, Rockefeller Foundation, Swiss Agency for Development 
Cooperation, UK Department for International Development, The World Bank 
and WHO (Roll Back Malaria and Tropical Disease Research). 
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