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MMV – A NEW PLAYER IN THE BATTLE AGAINST MALARIA 
The Medicines for Malaria Venture presents a promising research pipeline 

 
 
 

Geneva, 12 June 2001 - The Medicines for Malaria Venture, a public-private partnership for the 

discovery and development of new anti-malarial drugs, has unveiled details of new projects 

selected for funding in its growing research pipeline. 

 

Writing in the recently released Annual Report for the year 2000, MMV Foundation Board 

Chairman, Dame Bridget Ogilvie said, “the scientific opportunity for genuinely innovative anti-

malarial drug discovery has never looked more promising…from a purely technical perspective 

we find ourselves in one of those exciting periods where given adequate resources, real 

therapeutic advances are not only possible but probable.” 

 

MMV is developing a strategy that utilises existing scientific opportunity to meet both short 

term and long term drug development needs. In the short term, great hope is attached to the 

extended use of artemisinin derivatives, drugs derived from a Chinese herb Artemisia annua. 

Two projects use this approach in combination with other recognized anti-malarial drugs. In the 

medium to longer term, MMV seeks to bring forward new classes of drugs, both alone and in 

combination, to meet the future challenges of drug resistance and other areas of medical need. 

The availability of the malaria genome, expected to be finalized later this year, will generate 

new information that will be a tremendous asset to this long-term goal. 

 

MMV is currently funding three exploratory projects and three discovery projects for an 

amount of USD 4.2 million in 2001. A total of eight new projects approved for potential funding 

in 2001 have just been added to this pipeline and will bring total project funding for the current 

year up to approximately USD 10 million. Subject to current fund raising targets being reached, 

total project funding in 2002 is expected to be approximately USD 15 million.  

PRESS RELEASE 



Projects recommended by MMV’s Expert Scientific Advisory Committee are usually composed 

of partners from academia and the pharmaceutical industry. Final project funding is made on 

technical merit and value for treatment of malaria in developing countries subject to 

contractual considerations consistent with MMV’s mission. See attached list of projects and 

partners. 

 

MMV Chief Executive Officer, Dr Christopher Hentschel says in the Annual Report, “Building 

our pipeline is our main challenge and given the inevitably long timelines before new medicines 

can actually be registered, its robustness and scientific credibility will constitute our main 

deliverable for several years to come. Our primary goal in the next five years is to create an 

organization capable of delivering our vision in a sustainable manner”. 

 

The mission of MMV is to bring public, private and philanthropic partners together to fund and 

manage the discovery, development and registration of new medicines for the treatment and 

prevention of malaria in disease-endemic countries. 

 

MMV was established as a not-for-profit Swiss Foundation under statutes dated 15t h November 

1999. Its offices are located in Geneva close to its founding partners the World Health 

Organization – WHO and the International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers 

Associations – IFPMA.  

 

MMV is a key part of the WHO Roll Back Malaria campaign to bring sustainable improvements 

to malaria control and prevention over the coming decade. 

Funding and support for MMV operations are currently being provided by the following: Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation, ExxonMobil Corporation, Global Forum for Health Research, IFPMA, 

Netherlands Minister for Development Cooperation, Rockefeller Foundation, Swiss Agency for 

Development Cooperation, UK Department for International Development, The World Bank, The 

WHO (Roll Back malaria and Tropical Disease Research). 

 
 
The MMV Annual Report for 2000 can be consulted on the organisation’s web site at www.mmv.org. 
 
For further information contact: 
 
Dr Rob Ridley, Chief Scientific Officer   Tony Murdoch, Communications Advisor 
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