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For immediate release 

 
Medicines for Malaria Venture join APMEN as a Partner Institution 

 

The Asia Pacific Malaria Elimination Network (APMEN) is pleased to announce a new partnership with 

Medicines for Malaria Venture (MMV). 

 

APMEN supports the goal of a malaria-free Asia Pacific by 2030. The Network consists of 17 Country 

Partners in the region, each of whose subnational or national goals is to become malaria-free.  By joining 

APMEN, Medicines for Malaria Venture becomes the Network’s 35th partner institution.  

 

Founded in Switzerland in 1999, Medicines for Malaria Venture is a not-for-profit public-private 

partnership, with an extensive network of over 375 pharmaceutical, academic, financing entities, 

manufacturers, and malaria endemic-country partners in 50 countries.  In 2014, MMV celebrated 15 years 

of work to develop effective and affordable antimalarials for populations most at risk. Having brought 

forward four new artemisinin-based combination medicines, MMV continues its research and development 

of medicines to stop P. falciparum and P. vivax malaria, prevent relapse, block transmission, counter 

emerging drug resistance and possibly even be a single-dose cure for one of the world’s deadliest diseases. 

MMV’s work is critical to supporting the global malaria elimination agenda. 

 

The APMEN-MMV partnership links technical expertise in drug innovation with a country-led network that 

provides an interface between malaria programmes and the implementing partners. MMV has previously 

collaborated with APMEN by participating actively in annual meetings, and remains active in both the 

APMEN Vivax and Surveillance & Response Working Groups.  MMV continues to provide technical expertise 

on current tools under development, assists with advocacy efforts, and helps build the expertise and 

human resource capacity to support the drug components for malaria elimination within the region.  

 

“Becoming a partner institution of APMEN is a natural progression of MMV’s support of APMEN’s critical 

work since its very inception,” said Dr David Reddy, CEO of MMV.  

 

“A focus on P.vivax malaria, elimination initiatives and keeping resistance at bay is vital if the region is to be 

malaria-free by 2030. Failing to protect drug efficacy will negate the huge gains made in global malaria 

control and will affect Asia’s growth, prosperity and health security. We must work towards ensuring 
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malaria resurgence does not occur in countries which are on the verge of eliminating the disease. We look 

forward to collaborating closely with APMEN on our joint objectives to eliminate and ultimately eradicate 

malaria.” 

 

Over the years MMV has worked with national malaria control programmes and research institutions in 

several countries in the region on the development of new antimalarials, including DHA-piperaquine and 

pyronaridine-artesunate. Currently, potential single-dose treatments for P. vivax radical cure and P. 

falciparum malaria are being clinically tested in Cambodia, Vietnam, Thailand, Indonesia and Philippines.  

 

Another MMV project in the region seeks to improve case management in close collaboration with the 

National Malaria Control Programme and the National Malaria Research Institute of India, the newest 

APMEN Country Partner. 

 

To learn more information on the important role of the APMEN Partner Institutions and activities, please 

visit our website www.apmen.org 

--- Ends --- 

 
Media contact: 
Ms Melanie Kawa – Project Officer, Asia Pacific Malaria Elimination Network 
T: +61 3365 5446 
E: apmen@sph.uq.edu.au  

 

About the Asia Pacific Malaria Elimination Network 
APMEN is composed of 17 Asia Pacific Country Partners in the region (Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, 
China, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, India, Indonesia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, 
Malaysia, Nepal, Philippines, Republic of Korea, the Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vanuatu and 
Vietnam) who currently share a common goal to eliminate malaria, either at the national or sub-national 
level. 
 
Through strategic regional and global linkages with our Country Partner National Malaria Programs, 
academic and research institutions, funding bodies and stakeholders, as well as the World Health 
Organization (WHO), APMEN is working to strengthen malaria elimination efforts in the region. 
 
APMEN is managed by a Joint-Secretariat from the Global Health Group at the University of California, 
San Francisco, and the School of Public Health at the University of Queensland. Major funding for APMEN 
is provided by the Australian Government via its Australian aid program. This funding complements 
Australia's overall support for malaria control and elimination in the Asia Pacific, and globally. APMEN 
also receives funding from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and many of our Country Partners and 
Partner Institutions contribute funds or in-kind support. 
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