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How do you solve a problem like Malaria? 
Using smart science to defeat an age-old disease 
 
 
The malaria parasite is an ancient foe of mankind. In the 1950s an international malaria eradication 
campaign was launched that was largely successful in the West but failed in the developing world and 
was ultimately abandoned. This lead to a gradual rise in malaria cases until it reached epidemic 
proportions in poorer parts of the world. By the end of the 1990s traditionally used drugs such as 
chloroquine and sulphadoxine pyrimethamine had lost their ability to cure. Millions were dying. The 
malaria parasite was winning.  New medicines were desperately needed to stem the loss of life. 
 
Public-private partnerships like Medicines for Malaria Venture (MMV) dedicated to antimalarial drug 
research and development were created in response to this need, and to rejuvenate the interest from the 
pharmaceutical industry which had cooled. Gradually this partnership, dedicated to the discovery, 
development and delivery of new, effective and affordable medicines for malaria, began to show success. 
With its partner Novartis it has developed a much-needed paediatric formulation of a well-known 
artemisinin combination therapy; and has helped another partner, Guilin Pharmaceutical, achieve WHO 
approval for a life-saving drug for severe malaria. Two other ACTs have been developed and are 
currently being reviewed by stringent regulatory authorities. 
 
MMV is using science to help defeat malaria. But it knows that developing new medicines is not enough. 
To save lives and have public health impact these medicines have to reach the people who need them 
the most. Facilitating access to these medicines to endemic countries is almost as challenging as 
developing them.  
 
The session will outline the ways exciting new science and new scientific and access partnerships are 
contributing to a historic campaign to control malaria. 
 
 



Agenda 

Co-chairs 

 Deborah Cohen (BMJ) 

 Elspeth Bartlet, (Green Ink) 

11.30-11.35 Co-chair Welcome and introduction 

11.35-11.55 
Dr Tim Wells 
Chief Scientific Officer, Medicines for 
Malaria Venture, Switzerland.  

Towards the future: Medicines and the 
elimination of malaria 

11.55-12.15 
Professor Kelly Chibale 
Professor in Organic Chemistry, 
University of Cape Town, South Africa 

Discovering new drugs in Africa 
 

12.15-12.30 

Jaya Banerji 
Director, Communications & Advocacy, 
Medicines for Malaria Venture, 
Switzerland 

 
Ensuring medicines save lives: Facilitating 
access 
 

12.30-12.45 Q&A  

 


