
 

 
 
 

 
 

MEDIA ALERT 
 

International Malaria Conference 
“Germany and MMV: Pitting their strengths against malaria” 

 
WHEN: 10am, Monday, 23 June 2014  
 
WHERE:  The Lecture Hall Ruin (Hörsaalruine), Berliner Medizinhistorisches Museum, 
Campus Charité Mitte, Charitéplatz 1, 10117 Berlin, Campus address: Virchowweg 16 
 
WHAT 
 
Medicines for Malaria Venture (MMV), in collaboration with the World Health Summit, is 
hosting a malaria conference to provide a forum for experts to discuss Germany’s role in 
malaria and poverty-related diseases. It will be an opportunity for Germany to celebrate its 
important legacy in malaria research. Participants will examine ways of ensuring 
sustainability of this research, strengthening partnerships and sharing new knowledge in 
malaria research. 
 
Discovering, developing and delivering new medicines to ultimately defeat malaria require 
global partnerships in investment and research, a model used successfully by MMV as it 
seeks to contribute to the global malaria fight. Germany is strongly committed to helping 
endemic countries overcome malaria. In 1934, Hans Andersag, a scientist at Bayer, 
discovered Resochin, the progenitor of chloroquine. Since then, Germany has been at the 
forefront of scientific endeavours not only to cure and prevent malaria but also in the larger 
sphere of global health. The country hosts the annual World Health Summit in Berlin, 
encouraging the global health community to strengthen advocacy to improve policy, scientific 
collaboration and open dialogue, particularly in malaria. 
  
Participants at this conference include international and German researchers working in the 
field of malaria, and German policy makers.  
 
WHO 
 
Key speakers include: 

• Prof. Sanjeev Krishna, St George’s University of London 
• Prof. Detlev Ganten, World Health Summit 
• Dr Tim Wells, Medicines for Malaria Venture 
• Prof. Frank Mockenhaupt, Charité – Berlin Medical University  
• Prof. Peter Seeberger, Max Planck Institute of Colloids and Interfaces 

 
The introduction and keynote speech will be followed by an opportunity for journalists to ask 
questions. Brief interviews can be conducted afterwards, if the interviewee is not due on the 
podium. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 
 
Mr Tobias Gerber 
Charité, Berlin 
Email: Tobias.Gerber@charite.de 
Tel: +49 30 450 572114 
 
Ms Jaya Banerji 
Medicines for Malaria Venture, Geneva 
Email: banerjij@mmv.org 
Mobile: +4179 707 7181 
 
About MMV 
 
MMV is a leading product development partnership (PDP) in the field of antimalarial drug 
research and development. Its mission is to reduce the burden of malaria in disease-
endemic countries by discovering, developing and facilitating delivery of new, effective and 
affordable antimalarial drugs. 
 
Since its foundation in 1999, MMV has developed and brought to registration four new 
medicines with its partners: Pyramax®, (pyronaridine-artesunate) co-developed with Shin 
Poong; Eurartesim® (dihydroartemisinin-piperaquine) with Sigma-Tau; Guilin’s artesunate 
injection for the treatment of severe malaria, Artesun®; and Coartem® Dispersible 
(artemether-lumefantrine), a child-friendly formulation developed with Novartis. Since 2009, 
over 200 million courses of Coartem Dispersible treatment have been supplied to 50 
malaria-endemic countries; and since prequalification in 2010, an estimated 12 million vials 
of artesunate injection have been delivered, saving 80,000–90,000 additional lives. 
 
Managing the largest portfolio of antimalarial R&D projects ever assembled, of over 65 
projects, MMV has seven new drugs in clinical development addressing unmet medical 
needs in malaria, including medicines for children, pregnant women and relapsing malaria, 
and drugs that could support the elimination/eradication agenda. MMV’s success in research 
and access & product management comes from its extensive partnership network of over 
300 pharmaceutical, academic and endemic-country partners in 50 countries. 
 
MMV’s vision is a world in which innovative medicines will cure and protect the vulnerable 
and under-served populations at risk of malaria, and ultimately help to eradicate this terrible 
disease. 
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